suffering from cholera was an important point to establish. In other words, did the bacillus exist outside of subjects sufferlng from cholera ? If so, considerable light would be thrown on the various ways in which cholera spread with such rapidity and with such deadly effect. Search was made in the river water, in the tanks and in the wells of Calcutta, with no result until last week, when the efforts of Messrs. Koch, J-ischer, and Gaffky were crowned with success. An outbreak of cholera was reported, sixteen cases in all, among the People living in the vacinity of a tank in Baliaghatta. The water of this tank was examined and the bacterium found in abundance. A few days after, the water from the same tank was again examined, and, although it was still found, the numbers were much less than on the previous occasion. Of course it is impossible to say, at this early stage of the investigation, what the causes are which retard, diminish, or accelerate the growth of the cholera germ, but the fact that it has been discovered in abundance in the water of a Calcutta tank round which cholera had just manifested itself, can point only to one conclusion, which is, that the germs of the disease were received from the water of the tank which was used by the people for domestic purposes. It in no way diminishes the lustre of the discovery which Dr. Koch and his colleagues have just made in Calcutta, that it was previously well established that cholera could be communicated by water. The merit of their discovery rests on the fact that the very micro-organism which is invariably found present in all true cholera cases has been found by them in the water used by the people among whom the outbreak occurred. Very much, no doubt, yet remains to be accomplished, but the existence of the bacterium outside the bodies of men and animals, ready at any time to assert it's influence and induce disease of the most virulent type, is a large step in advance of anything which has hitherto been accomplished.
The life history of the bacterium has yet to be investigated, and on these investigations depends a good deal of the practical use for the prevention and spread of the disease which may be made of the discovery of the germ. This subject the German doctors are now engaged on, and we are able to say that the germ lives and flourishes in various fluids, in Returning to the unlucky pussy, if a cat happens to enter the room, ashes should be thrown over her to ward off the danger. In native sorcery, the common practice to drive witches away is by throwing enchanted grains, or ashes, or water over the object possessed, followed by the repetition of the charming words. For fairies flowers are used. For semigods like Hanuman and goddesses like Devi incense is burnt, and prayers substituted for charming words.
VIII.
The house should not be swept clean by a broom, as this might have the effect of sweeping all the luck out of the room.
IX.
There should also be no small opening for a drain (mori) in the room of confinement. If there were it should be closed.
For surely through it witches might enter, because it is from its nature unclean, X. A lamp should be lit during night, and it should not be put out in the morning, but allowed to burn out. Putting a light out means extinguishing the light of good fortune. A son is called by the natives "Light of the house" (ghar ka dfwa), for without him it would be all dark, the symbol of unhappiness.
XI.
The mother and the baby must not on any account come out of the room for thirteen days. On the thirteenth day after birth, they are to come out of the room in the following manner.
The mother takes a bath, and the old clothes worn by her are given away to the midwife employed, who divides them sometimes with the nain or barber woman. This nain, who is the customary maid-servant of the house, brings, in a small earthen pot (thikra), cow urine, green grass, a nut (supara), and the " naharna" or instrument for cutting nails. After the mother has finished her toilet (which is a much simpler process than the toilet of European ladies) the " nain" sprinkles with green grass the cow urine on her person. Incense (dhiip) is burnt and nails are cut by the barber woman, which must not be cut previous to this day. The 
